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PRODUCT REVIEWS

Programmable turntable controller

his turntable controller uses a preci-

sion microstepper motor and up-to-
date electronics to solve a problem that
has vexed model railroaders for years. A
number of MODEL RAILROADER articles
have presented a variety of approaches
to automatically aligning a turntable
with its radial tracks, but none have
been as simple and elegant in applica-
tion as the Programmable Turntable
Controller Model Il from New York Rail-
way Supply Co.

Here’s how easy it is: You first mount
the microstepper motor vertically under
your turntable pit, with a direct coupling
to the table’s shaft. Next you install the
track selector module and the controller
on your layout. Then you're ready to
program the controller for the exact
locations of your turntable leads and
roundhouse tracks. After that your
turntable is ready for reliable automatic
operation. The directions are clear and
helpful, and 1 found no problems with
the components or procedures.

Our photos show the optional NYRS
motor mount kit I used, but
you may devise your own
mounting if you wish. The kit
includes an aluminum angle
bracket drilled for the motor
screws, threaded rod for
mounting studs, and the nec-
essary nuts and washers. Fol-
lowing the manufacturer’s rec-
ommendation [ used a solid
motor coupling for our Mil-
waukee, Racine & Troy club
layout’s turntable, a 90-foot
model from Diamond Scale,

but a three-piece semiflexible coupling is
also available.

I used the NYRS panel plate for the
controls, but this module could be
mounted in your own control panel, and
the instruction booklet includes a drilling
template for this. The controller, a plas-
tic black box, can be placed out of sight
but must be accessible for programming
operations. Cables from the motor,
selector module, and a 9-volt power sup-
ply, all included, plug into the controller.

The standard selector module 1 in-
stalled can index up to 12 tracks, but
using additional rotary-switch or push-
button modules will allow maximums of
24, 36, 48, or 99 tracks.

One of the best features of this sys-
tem is that it “learns” where you've put
your tracks, whatever spacings or radial
angles you've used. Following the in-
structions, you align one end of your
turntable with each track, making final
adjustment in fine steps of one tenth of
a degree, and set that location in the
controller's memory.

Base for Diamond Scale HO turntable

Optional motor mount kit

Microstepper motor F e

CAMPBELL KITS

Choose from over 200 craftsman kits and
accessories found in the famous black and red

plaid boxes at your local hobby shop.

Kits and the well-known metal Weston figures
are also available direct from Campbell Scale

Models. Call or send self-addressed
envelope for order form and price lists.
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P.0. Box
Durango, CO 81301 - 970-3857729

SignsGalore
Model Railroad
G raphics

Are your bui

We're computerized
to help you get what
you want. Over 135
sheets available.
Most at §3.

Use our Interiors behind yours or our windows.
Sized for DPM, City Classics, Smalltown, Korber,
and I

Please send $1 for Brochure, Gal.alcﬁ and Order Farm

SignsGalore

9 Carlson Lane, Palm Coast, FL 32137-8150

BRITISH MODELS

COMPLETE SELECTION OF QUALITY {3
READY-TO-RUN MODELS AND KITS L
INCLUDING HORNBY, DAPOL &
BACHMANN IN HO SCALE, ALSO
O SCALE KITS. STEAM, DIESEL.
ELECTRIC, ROLLING STOCK,
ROAD VEHICLES, STRUCTURES,

EQUIPMENT, FIGURES, BOOKRS, \II‘.I]{}\ & \If!kl‘
FOR ILLUSTRATED CATALOG SEND $4.00

{PLEASE SPECIFY SCALE) TO:
INTERNATIONAL HOBBIES

10556 COMBIE RD., SUITE 6327
AUBURN, CA 95602 » 916-268-8715

Your Rallrgad Hame In
CUSTOM DECALS

COMPUTERIZED TEXT and ARTWORK SERVICES

using PROTOTYPE lettering styles

Matching Dimensional Data for all Eras

Decals from your Artwork
Our Sets will Letter TWO Cars

Sizes available for ALL scales

Rail
Eraphiics® 1183 N. Lancaster Circle

cusToM DECALS South Elgin, IL 60177
Tel: 847/742-5404 Fax: B47/742-5407

Send Large, Stamped, Sell Addressed
Envelope for FREE Sampls & Inlo

THE SIGNALING SOLUTION

BD16/BD16HC

BLOCK OCCUPANCY DETECTOR

Occupancy Detection for 16 Blocks

DC or Command Control Compatible

Board is ready to install, includes
Power supply, Connector, Manual

BD16 $250.00/BD16HC $300.00

THREE COLOR SIGNAL CONTROLLER

Cantrols 4 signals for 2 or 4 Blocks
Color or Position Light Signals using LED's

or Bulbs

Solderless Installation, Power Supply, Manual
Either Manual, $7 50 (Credit on Board Order)
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Order now:

oard

1362

W. 5. Ataras Engmeerfng, Inc.

40 Laughton Street

Upper Marlboro, MD 20774 |

MODEL RAILROADER
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OVER 575 PAGES |

OVER 100 PRODUCT LINES!
THOUSANDS OF ITEMS!
EASY TO READ LISTINGS!
ORDER FORMS!

AND... OVER 90% OF ITEMS

9 9085

1997 RAILROAD CATALOG

152 PAGES!

L A

ORDER FORMS!

1996 DECAL CATALOG

OVER 30 PRODUCT LINES!
LISTINGS BY ROADNAME!
PLASTIC MODEL DECALS TOO!

AND... OVER 90% OF ITEMS

LISTED ARE IN STOCK NOW!!

LISTED ARE IN STOCK NOW!!

=
CALL FOR OUR FHEE FLYEF!] ~ ONE STOP HOBBIES
110 HUBLARD DR. VERNON CT: 06066
NAME
(800) 411-8279
STREET RAILROAD CATALOG®12.22 (516,95 FOREIGN*)
DECAL CATALOG $8.2 (312.00 FOREIGN*Y)
X SIATE ZB BOTHCATALOGS  $15.2% (519.95 FOREIGN*)
PHONé ) ** CASH, CHECK, OR MONEY ORDER IN US DOLLARS ONLY
\ VISA & MASTERCARD ALSO ACCCEPTED /)
. _J
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